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NOTED V Such notifications occur at the end of
various psalms. On the Feast2 of the Assumption,
fourteen psalms are appointed to be used. At the close
of every one of these psalms, without however any note
that the Gloria is not to be said, there is appended
an antheni to the Virgin. In some cases, so intimately
is the anthem interwoven with the closing words of
the psalm, as that under other circumstances it would
induce us to infer that the Gloria was intended to be
left out, especially as in the Parvum Officium of the
Virgin3, though to the various psalms anthems in the
same manner have been annexed, yet the words " Gloria
Patri et Filio" are inserted in each case between the
psalm and the anthem. Be this as it may, the annexa-
tion of the anthem has a lamentable tendency to with-
draw the thoughts of the worshippers from the truths
contained in the inspired psalm, and to fix them upon
Mary and her Assumption; changing the Church's
address from the Eternal Being, alone invoked by the
Psalmist, to one, who though a virgin blessed among
women, is a creature of God's hand. Thus, at the con-
clusion of the 8th psalm ; " 0 Lord, our Lord, how
excellent is thy name in all the world," we find imme-
diately annexed these two anthems, " The holy mother
of God is exalted above the choirs of angels to the
heavenly realms. The gates of paradise are opened to
us by thee, [by thee, O Virgin4] who glorious tri-
umphest with the angels." Thus again, an anthem is
attached to the last verse of the 95th (in the Hebrew
and English versions the 96th). " He shall judge the
earth in equity, and the people with his truth. Re-

1 Mst. 3.                         2 JEst. 595.

3 jEst. civ.                         4 Quee gloriosa.